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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Kazuo NAKAMURA 



Group Art Unit : 2876 



10/602,633 



Examiner: Unknown 



June 25, 2003 



For 



FOOD PRODUCT TRACING SYSTEM, PROGRAM AND METHOD 
THEREOF 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner of Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



Pursuant to the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 1.97-1.98, and supplemental 
to the Information Disclosure Statement filed on September 25, 2003 in the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, Applicant hereby calls the following information to the Examiner's attention: 

Applicant submits herewith a copy of a United Kingdom Search Report from the United 
Kingdom Patent Office dated October 22, 2003, with respect to counterpart United Kingdom 
Patent Application GB 0314962.2, in conjuhction with which the United Kingdom Patent 
Examiner cited the following documents: 

United States Patent No. 5,478,990 to MONTANARI et al., that issued on December 26, 

1995; 

United States Patent Application No. 2002/0004366 to THORVALDSSON et al., that 
published on January 10, 2002; 

International Application having International Publication No. WO 01/915665 that 



P23523.A03 

published on December 6, 2001; and 

United Kingdom Patent Application No. GB 2372346 that pubHshed on August 21, 

2002. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the above materials and cite 
the documents. Copies of the above-noted documents are attached and have been listed on a 
PTO-1449 Form which is also attached hereto along with a copy of the United Kingdom search 
report. Accordingly, the Examiner is requested to initial the appropriate spaces on the attached 
PTO-1449 Form and to return a copy of the Form to the Applicant with the next official 
communication in the present application to confirm consideration of these documents. 

Applicants furthermore certify that each item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the information 
disclosure statement. 

Should the Examiner have any questions, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the below-listed telephone number. 



Respectfully submitted, 



January 7, 2004 

GREENBLUM & BERNSTEIN, P.L.C. 
1950 Roland Clarke Place 
Reston, V A 20191 
(703) 716-1191 
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♦EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



